THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM

A WOMAN  COLLECTIVE  FARMER  AND   STAKHANOVITE   IN
UZBEKISTAN

most of the farming was still done by individual owner-
worker peasants, each family working its own small holding
and selling the produce as and when it could Collective
farms existed then, in the first ten years of the Soviet regime,
but were relatively few It was during the First Five Year
Plan that the number of collective farms increased enor-
mously by individual peasant-farmers putting their land and
their animals and their implements together to form a co-
operative group, owning these implements and farming the
land in partnership To-day the separate individual farms
are the exception These old-style individual peasants
still exist, but are comparatively few in number, and their
farms cover little more than one-hundredth part of all the
land that is cultivated
Collective farms cannot do entirely as they please They
have to be registered under certain statutes (in a rather
bimilar way to which friendly societies and universities are
controlled by statutes in otar own country) But withm
these limits they govern their own affairs, through meetings